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1887-88.] Mr Traill on New and Rare Marine Algce. 313
lata (Crouan, Florule du Finisterre, p. 156). Epiphytic
on Ulva latissima in the " Peerie Sea," Kirkwall. July
1887.
6. Lyngbya majuscula, Harv. Associated with Ulothrix
jiacca, Calothrix confervicola, and Sphacelaria cirrhosa.
Epiphytic on Cladophora rupestris. Corroborated by Holmes.
Occurs at the General's Rocks near Granton, in pools near
high-water mark. 26th August 1887. New to the Firth of
Forth.
Note on Juncus alpinus, Vi//. By F. BUCHANAN WHITE,
M.D., F.L.S., F.E.S.
(Read 9th February 1888.)
For some years past it has been suspected that Juneus
alpinus was a member of the British Flora, on account of the
existence of one or two herbarium specimens which probably
(but only probably) belonged to that species. As one of
these reputed examples came from Perthshire, the species
had a special interest for me, and consequently I have been
always keeping a lookout for it, and urging my friends to do
the same. The search was all in vain, however, till one day
in August last, when, wishing to see Astragalus alpinus
growing in the Perthshire station where it was discovered
by my friend Mr P. Neill Fraser, I came upon some rushes
which, though immature, bore a suspicious resemblance to
the long sought-for Juncus alpinus. Specimens of these I
planted in the garden, where they ripened capsules, and
proved my suspicions to be correct. (I may mention that I
saw both the Astragalus and the Oxytropis in flower. The
latter is O. uralensis, and not O. eampestris,* as suggested—
from flowerless specimens—at a former meeting of the
Society, but this has already been proved by Mr Brebner,
who gave me specimens of each some years ago. It is very
much to be hoped that the station for these rare plants will
not become known to others than true botanists.)
* O. campestris is not uncommon near Loch Loch (7 or 8 miles distant from
the Astragalus alpinus station), where it was discovered by Rev. J. Fergusson
in 1887. In visiting its locality this season (1888) I found JWIC168 alpinus and
Kobresia caricina. —F. B. W.
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314 Dr Buchanan White on Juncus alpinus. [sEss.
Shortly after finding these first specimens of J. alpinus, I
got some rushes from my friend Mr J. Brebner, who was
living in Glen Lochay, and with his usual kindness investi-
gating the flora for me. Amongst these rushes were three
stems of undoubted J. alpinus. Finally, on August 20, I
found near Blair Athole a small bed of J. alpinus growing
intermixed with J. lamprocarpus. Besides these three Perth-
shire stations, the plant was found—in September last—in
a fourth locality, also near Blair Athole, by my friend the
Rev. E. S. Marshall, whom I had told of the discovery.
Mr Marshall, moreover, found the same species in Suther-
landshire, and it not improbably occurs, though perhaps
locally, throughout the Scottish Highlands.
If thus, in one season, it has been found in comparatively
so many places, how does it happen that Juncus alpinus has
not been detected sooner ? Probably because it requires a
close examination to distinguish it from the nearly allied
and very variable J. lamprocarpus.
This is pretty evident if, in the following record (from the
Report of the Botanical Record Club, dated 1887, but just
issued), the species is correctly determined : " 87 Perth
West. Croall. F. M. Webb. ' Moors near Gartur.' Near
Ben Oss ' (off Glen Falloch).—Herb. Lees ; both sent as
lamprocarpus, collected in 1875 and '79 respectively."
In the case of " critical " or obscure plants likely to occur
in Britain, botanists would do well to familiarise themselves
with the facies of the species to be looked for by the study
of authentic foreign examples.
It is to be noted that this rush is not exclusively alpine,
as the specific name would imply, but occurs also at low
levels.
The specimens exhibited I have much pleasure in present-
ing to the Herbarium.
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